222                      KARAKHITAI (SI LIAO).
they had heard nothing of Ta-shi, and that their country was not contiguous to Huo chou.
(In the Kin shi, annals, s. a. 1130, we read that the Hui-lm (Uigurs) of TLno chou, having captured Sa-la-ti-tfu-tie, a partisan of Ye-lu Ta-shi, delivered him over to the Kin.)
In the year 1144, envoys from the Hui-hu (Uigurs) came to the court of the Kin to offer tribute, and they stated that Ta-shi was not then alive, but that his people dwelt in their (i.e.t the Hui-hu's) vicinity. Then Han-nu (in whose biography all these accounts are recorded) received orders to accompany the envoys of the Hui-hu to their country. He departed, and afterwards nothing more was heard of him.
Under the reign of Ta ting, 1160-90, a merchant of the Hui-hu, by name I-si-lan, arrived with three companions at the south-western frontier (of the Kin empire). These merchants gave the following statements: "Our native country is called Dsou-gua (the biographer adds that this is the name of a foreign tribe) The name of the capital is Gfa-sz'-o-lu-do.5*11 The people of this countrv are not of a warlike character, but are engaged in agriculture, and every year pay one-tenth of their produce to the government. Old men say that in times past, when the K'i-tan arrived, the people of Dsou-gua surrendered without offering any resistance. The encampment in which the KVtau live is so large that it takes half a day to ride round it.572 A short time ago the ruler of the ETi-tan had sent A-ben-sze, his son-in-law, with 10,000 men to subdue the Ye-lu-lien and other tribes, but his expedition was not successful. The war, however, is not yet finished." The emperor ordered these Hui-hu to be settled near Hicnping fu, (now T'ie ling Men in Southern Manchuria), where settlements of the Hui-hu had existed from olden times.
wa Evidently the same as tfu-sz'-wa-rTi-do.   See note 557. 672 Compare, farther on, the statements of Eubruck about the remains of the encampment of the Kara Khitai.